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Best of the Year

Dave’s Raves 2007 (and where he found them)
ROCK/POP>
JESSE SYKES & the Sweet Hereafter: Like, Love, Lust
and The Open Halls OF The Soul
MEKONS: Natural
M.IA. : Kala
DUB TRIO: Cool Out & Co-exist (instrumental)
BILL KIRCHEN: Hammer of the Honky Tonk Gods
THURSTON MOORE: Trees Outside The Academy
JOHN DOE: A Year In The Wilderness
RICHARD THOMPSON: Sweet Warrior
PINBACK: Autumn Of The Seraphs
DUNGEN! Tio Bitar
NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: Challengers
MINA NASTASIA & JIM WHITE: You Follow Me
QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE: Era Vulgaris
ELLIOTT SMITH: Mew Moon
JOHN FOGERTY: Revival (*classic rock”)
MAVIS STAPLES: We'll Never Turn Back
ROBERT WYATT: Comicopera
MENDOZA LINE: 30 Year Low
CARBON/SILICON: The Last Post
BETTYE LAVETTE: The Scene Of The Crime
The MOANERS: Blackwing Yalobusha
MARK KNOPFLER: Kiil To Get Crimson
INTERNATIONAL>
TARAF DE HAIDOUKS: Maskarada
TINARIWEN: Aman Iman - Water Is Life (african)
VIEUX FARKA TOURE Remixed: UFO's Over Bamako
MICKEY HART & ZAKIR HUSSAIN: Global Drum Project
CAETANO VELOSO: Ce
FOLK>
ROBERT PLANT & ALISON KRAUSS: Raising Sand
VIKTOR KRAUSS: I (a clean sweep for the Krauss Clan)
HIP HOP>
AESOP ROCK: None Shall Pass
BLUES>
JOHN HAMMOND: When Push Comes To Shove
AVANT>
NELS CLINE SINGERS: Draw Breath
MARC RIBOT: Asmodeus (Plays John Zorn/Masada Book 2)
{power trio virtuoso madness - refer also to Czarbles & Dub Trio)
nz2Z> :
ALAN PASQUA: The Anti-Social Club
BILL FRISELL: Floratone
OREGON: 1000 Kilometers
REGGAE>
TICKLAH: Ticklah vs. Axelrod
SOUNDTRACK>
I'M NOT THERE (various artists do Dylan)
LoCAL>
CZARBLES: sft (instrumental)
PAUL CEBAR.: Tomorrow Now Yes People Sound For Music
SQUAREWAVE: A Faint Glow
KEMN FOX: Road To Tivoli (instrumental)
MARE EDSTROM BLUES BAND: Sugar Sweet
PAT MACDONALD: Troubadour Of Stomp
ELECTRONICA>
AMON TOBIN: The Foley Room (NOTE: #1 over-all-
encompassing aural trip buzrz te/fin my ear this year!)

s

A List By Kelly (in a particular order)

ST. VINCENT: Marry Me

TEDDYBEARS: Soft Machine

MIKA: Life in Cartoon Motion

BLONDE REDHEAD: 23

LILY ALLEN: Alright, Still

The SHINS: Wincing the Night Away

FEIST: Reminder

OKKERVIL RIVER: The Stage Names

GOGOL BORDELLO: Super Taranta!

ROUGE WAVE: Asleep at Heaven's Gate

EXPLOSIONS IN THE SKY: All of a Sudden I Miss Everyone
ARCADE FIRE: Neon Bible

MENOMENA: Friend and Foe

BLACK REBEL MOTORCYCLE CLUB: Baby 81

AMY WINEHOUSE: Back to Black

THE GOOD THE BAD & THE QUEEN: s/t

MUM: Go Go Smear the Poison Ivy

IMPERIAL TEEN: The Hair the TV the Baby & the Band
MODEST MOUSE: We Were Dead Before the Ship Even Sank
AIR: Pocket Symphony

Lindsay's 7 for ‘07

JENS LEKMAN: Night Falls Over Kortedala

SHARONM JONES & the Dap Kings: 100 Days, 100 Nights

SCOUT NIBLETT: This Fool Can Die Now

JULIE DOIRON: Woke Myself Up

MIA: Kala

ELLIOTT SMITH: New Moon

"PEOPLE TAKE WARNING! Murder Ballads & Disaster Songs
1913-1938" (various artists 4 CD set)

2007 Tunes for a Trip Down Recovery Road
(Pete’s Best) (alphabetically ordered)
"ABOUT A SON” soundtrack
LILY ALLEN: Alright, Still
ART BRUT: It's a Bit Complicated
AVETT BROTHERS: Emotionalism
RYAN BINGHAM: Mescalito
BUDOS BAND: II
BILL CALLAHAN: Woke on a Whaleheart
CAROLINA CHOCOLATE DROPS: Dona Got a Ramblin’ Mind
STEVE EARLE: Washington Square Serenade
ERIK FRIEDLANDER: Volac
THE GOOD THE BAD AND THE QUEEN: s/t
GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS: Ongiara
GREEN ON RED: BBC Sessions
JASON ISBELL: Sirens of the Ditch
DAN KAUFMAN: Force of Light
BETTYE LAVETTE: Scene of the Crime
LOS STRAITIACKETS: Rock en Espanol Vol. 1
MEKONS: Natural
OAKLEY HALL: I'll Follow You
OH SUSANNA: Short Stories
OKKERVIL RIVER: The Stage Names
GRAHAM PARKER: Don't Tell Columbus
RICHMOND FONTAINE: Thirteen Cities
The SADIES: New Seasons
JESSE SYKES & the Sweet Hereafter: Like, Love, Lust &
the Open Halls of the Soul

MARIA TAYLOR: Lynn Teeter Flower
AMY WINEHOUSE: Back to Black
NEIL YOUNG: Live at Massey Hall 1971

LOCAL>
MICHAEL RAY CAIN RECKONING: Aztec GTO and

other Boss Sounds

TONY CASTANEDA Latin Jazz Sextet: Mambo O Muerte
CORK & BOTTLE STRING BAND: Ken's Bar Story (DVD)
MAERAE (Wrong Ways) : More, Please
MIDWEST BEAT: EP

REISSUES>
BETTY DAVIS: They Say I'm Different
SAROLTA ZALATNEY: s/t
Finder's Keeper's label
Numero Group label

SONGS>
"Drag” - John DeVries (Agitpop)
"Dress Blues” - Jason Isbel|
“L.D.N. - Lily Allen
“Mo Hidden Path” - Neil Young
“Starman” - Golden Smog
*3 Shots”™ - Oh Susanna
“You Know I'm No Good® - Amy Winehouse

SHOWS>
Art Brut (2x]) - Chicago
Blue Herons - Inferno - Burke
Exotica Chicago ( thals, Reluctant )

- Fitzgerald’s

Bottle Rockets/Drams - Oneida Casino - Green Bay
Drive-By Truckers - Barrymore
Hideout Block Party - Chicaga
Jason Isbell - Memorial Union Terrace
Los Straitjackets w/ Big Sandy - High Noon
Meat Puppets - High Noon
Mekons - Hideout
Mountain Goats - Pabst Theater - Milwaukee
Okkervil River - Pabst
Qui - High Noon
3 Inches of Blood - Annex




Steve's Candy Shop
S THAT RISE ABOVE>

ROBERT WYATT: Comicopera This 62 year old Englishman has been making incomparable
music for over 40 years, Here [s perhaps his best since the 1974 masterwork “Rock Bottom” :
self-produced, with his usual spot-on observations of global & personal politics. And that voice!
Certainly, he is not for everyone, but he's a (reluctant) hero to at least a few thousand of us.

THE GOOD THE BAD & THE QUEEN: s/t Dark & woozy, yet strangely uplifting, this under-
stated Brit “supergroup” disc became a default favorite when [ couldn't decide what else to play.

A bit like: If Syd Barrett hadn't lost his marbles, and hired Lee Perry to produce...actually it's guys
from Blur and The Clash getting Danger Mouse to produce. Dunno how it works, but somehow...
The BROKEN WEST: I Can't Go On, I'll Go On  One of the most satisfying, yet overiooked

power-pop albums of the year (judging by the tiny audience at the Annex show a few months back).
Should elicit grins and chronic head-bobbing from fans of Big Star and The New Pornographers.

OAKLEY HALL: 1l Follow You It's tempting to label them "Cosmic Americana”, but nearly as
often they sorta remind me of early British folk-rock a la Fairport Convention. Lovingly constructed,
with layers galore. In any case, this is a band of distinction, and well worth some serious ear-time.

LAURA VEIRS: Saltbreakers She got a nice break last year from The Decemberists when they

asked her to sing a tune on “The Crane Wife". She continues to prove her worthiness on her Sth CD.
Naturalistic imagery, unaffected singing, singular songs...it's easy to root for her, & easy to enjoy.

OTHER SWEETS ALPHABETICALLY>
AIR: Pocket Symphony '
ALL SMILES: Ten Readings of a Warning
KEREN ANN: s/t
The APPLES IN STEREO: New Magnetic Wonder
ARBOURETUM: Rites of Unknowing
ARCTIC MONKEYS: Favorite Worst Nightmare
The AVETT BROTHERS: Emotionalism
BARZIN: My Life in Rooms
BLACK LIPS: Good Bad Not Evil
BILL CALLAHAN: Woke On a Whaleheart
CARIBOU: Andorra
CHARLEMAGNE: We Can Build an Island
VIC CHESNUTT: Morth Star Deserter
The CHESTERFIELD KINGS: Psychedelic Sunrise
The CINEMATIC ORCHESTRA: Ma Fleur
The CLIENTELE: God Save the Clientele
DEADSTRING BROTHERS: Silver Mountain
The DEXATEENS: Hardware Healing
JOHN DOE: A Year in the Wilderness
DUNGEN: Tio Bitar
EARLIMART: Mentor
STEVE EARLE: Washington Square Serenade
JOHN FOGERTY: Revival
ADAM FRANKLIN: Bolts of Melody
CHARLOTTE GAINSBOURG: 5:55
GEORGIE JAMES: Places
JOSE GONZALEZ: In Our Native
GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS: Ongiara
The GRIZZLIES: s/t
ALBERT HAMMOND, JR.: Yours To Keep
PJ HARVEY: White Chalk
JULTANA HATFIELD: Sittin’ In A Tree
KRISTIN HERSH: Learn to Sing Like a Star
HUMDRED AIR: Makeout City
"I'M NOT THERE" Soundtrack
IRON AND WINE: The Shepherd’s Dog
JENNIFER GENTLE: The Midnight Room

SHARON JONES & Dap Kings: 100 Days, 100 Nights

MARK KNOPFLER: Kill to Get Crimson

JOHN KRUTH: Eva Destruction

The LAST TOWN CHORUS: s/t

BETTYE LAVETTE: The Scene of the Crime
LET'S GO SAILING: The Chaos in Order
ELENI MANDELL: Miracle Of Five

MATT POND PA: Last Light

MEAT PUPPETS: Rise to Your Knees
MEKONS: Natural

The MENDOZA LINE: 30 Year Low

MIDWEST BEAT: EP

The MINDERS: It's a Bright Guilty World

The MOANERS: Blackwing Yalobusha
THURSTON MOORE: Trees Outside the Academy
NINA NASTASIA & JIM WHITE: You Follow Me
NEW BUFFALO: Somewhere, Anywhere

The NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: Challengers
OKKERVIL RIVER: The Stage Names

OVER THE RHINE: The Trumpet Child
GRAHAM PARKER: Don't Tell Columbus

ELVIS PERKINS: Ash Wednesday

PETER BJORN & JOHN: Writer's Block
ROBERT PLANT & ALISON KRAUSS: Raising Sand
The PONYS: Turn the Lights Out

The POSTMARKS: s/t

CHUCK PROPHET: Soap and Water

FIONN REGAN: The End of History

GRUFF RHYS: Candylion

KIM RICHEY: Chinese Boxes

RILO KILEY: Under the Blacklight

ROGUE WAVE: Asleep at Heaven's Gate

The SADIES: New Seasons

JIM SCHWALL: Getting Old

The SCOTLAND YARD GOSPEL CHOIR: s/t
The SEA AND CAKE: Everybody

The SHAKE: Trippin’ the Whole Colourful World

Shows 2007 (chronological erder)

Rhett Miller / Carrie Rodriguez @ High Noon Saloon
Sparklehorse / Jesse Sykes @ HNS

Richard Buckner @ HNS

Squarewave @ Cafe Montmartre

Lowellpalooza @ The Harmony Bar

Alejandra Escovede / Chuck Prophet @ HNS

Dean & Britta @ HNS

Jon Dee Graham / The Silos @ Kiki's H.O.R.M.

Neko Case / Jon Rauhouse @ The Barrymore

Yo La Tengo @ The Barrymore

Califone @ HNS

The Clientele / Beach House @ HNS

Robbie Fulks / Eleni Mandell @ HNS

Jon Dee Graham / Kelly Pardekooper @ Kiki's HORM
John Doe @ HNS

The Bangles @ The Orpheum

Jon Langford & Skull Orchard @ HNS

wilco / Dr. Dog @ The Overture Center

The Sea And Cake @ HNS

Charlemagne / The Grizzlies @ The King Club

Howe Gelb / Eleni Mandell @ The Annex

Jeff & Pat / Tom Hanson / Jehn White @ Mo’ Feol's
The Broken West / Deadstring Brothers @ Annex
B-Side 25th Anniversary Party! @ HNS

Henry Rollins @ The Barrymore

Drive-By Truckers / Ryan Bingham & Barrymore
Eugene Chadbourne & Jimmy Carl Black @ Mo’ Foal's
Chuck Prophet Band @ HNS

Bill Frisell Trio @ The Majestic

Robyn Hitchcock @ HNS

Immaculate Machine / The Runners Up @ Kiki's HORM
Meat Puppets / Ha Ha Tonka @ HNS

...and of course the lovely locals @ hither and yon:
The Grizzlies [ Low Czars / Sleeping in the Aviary [ MaeRae [
Pale Young Gentlemen / His & Her Vanities / Lulabelle /
Blake Thomas / Josh Harty / The Gomers / Shakey [

The Runners Up / Stu Stu f German Art Students
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The SHINS: Wincing the Night Away
The SILOS: Come On Like the Fast Lane
ALINA SIMONE: Placelessness

SIMPLE KID: 2

ELLIOTT SMITH: New Moon

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN: Magic
SQUAREWAVE: A Faint Glow

ST. VINCENT: Marry Me

MAVIS STAPLES: We'll Never Turn Back
JESSE SYKES & the Sweet Hereafter:

Like, Love, Lust & the Open Halls of the Soul

TAKEN BY TREES: Open Field

MARIA TAYLOR: Lynn Teeter Flower
TERRENE: The Indifferent Universe
RICHARD THOMPSON: Sweet Warrior
MARY TIMONY BAND: The Shapes We Make
TINARIWEN: Aman Iman

TUNNG: Good Arrows

CAETANO VELOSO: Ce

WILCO: Sky Blue Sky

AMY WINEHOUSE: Back to Black
YOUNG GALAXY: sft
The ZINCS: Black Pompadour

What Jimmy Spun, and Spun Jimmy

The NATIONAL: Boxer

WILCO: Sky Blue Sky

The BROKEN WEST: I Can't Go On, I'll Go On
PJ HARVEY: White Chalk

BUFFALO TOM: Three Easy Pieces

CROWDED HOUSE: Time on Earth

The POLYPHONIC SPREE: The Fragile Army
The WHITE STRIPES: Icky Thump

THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS: The Else

PETER, BIORN & JOHN: Writer's Block
INTERPOL: Our Love to Admire

PETER CASE: Let Us Now Praise Sleepy John
LAURA VEIRS: Saltbreakers

MANIC STREET PREACHERS: Send Away the Tigers
ARCTIC MONKEYS: Favorite Worst Nightmare
The SHINS: Wincing the Night Away

THE GOOD THE BAD & THE QUEEN: s/t
ARCADE FIRE: Neon Bible

MODEST MOUSE: We Were Dead Before the Ship Sank

LOW: Drums & Guns
SON VOLT: The Search
The PONYS: Turn the Lights Out
BRIGHT EYES: Cassadaga
JARVIS COCKER: Jarvis
DINOSAUR JR.: Beyond
ANDREW BIRD: Armchair Apochrypha
PALE YOUNG GENTLEMEN: s/t
SPOON: Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga
The NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: Challengers
TREMBLING BLUE STARS: The Last Holy Writer
ELLIOTT SMITH: New Moon
SUZANNE VEGA: Beauty & Crime
SHOUT OUT LOUDS: Our IIl Wills
OKKERVIL RIVER: The Stage Names
LEN PRICE 3: Rent a Crowd
MATT POND PA: Last Light
THURSTON MOORE: Trees Outside the Academy
ROUGE WAVE: Asleep at Heaven’'s Gate
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN: Magic
SLOAN: Never Hear the End of It
STEREO TOTAL: Paris/Berlin
JOSH RITTER: The Historical Conguests of
CHUCK PROPHET: Soap & Water
RADIOHEAD: In Rainbows
BAND OF HORSES: Cease to Begin
CARBON/SILICON: The Last Post
BABYSHAMBLES: Shotter’s Nation
The CLIENTELE: God Save the Clientele
ROBERT PLANT & ALISON KRAUSS: Raising Sand
GEORGIE JAMES: Places
The HIVES: The Black and White Album
ALBERT HAMMOND, JR.: Yours to Keep
AMY WINEHOUSE: Back to Black
ELVIS PERKINS: Ash Wednesday
REISSUES>

JESUS AND MARY CHAIN
TRIFFIDS
JOY DIVISION
MAGAZINE
SLY & the FAMILY STONE
PREFAB SPROUT: Steve McQueen
YOUNG MARBLE GIANTS: Colossal
The BONGOS: Drums Along the Hudson
PYLON: Gyrate
WARREN ZEVON: Stand in the Fire

LIVE=>
Marrissey @ The Riverside
The Shins @ The Eagles
Modest Mouse @ The Orpheum
Joanna Mewsom @ The Union

HIGH NOON SALOON>
Chuck Prophet
Jon Langford w/ Dollar Store
Robyn Hitchcock
Peter Case
The National
Sleeping in the Aviary
Pale Young Gentlemen

A
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( Those who have served here )

Frank’s best of ‘07 picks. Happy 25th B-Side!

SPARKLEHORSE: Dreamt for Light Years in the Belly of a Mountain Technically a late
‘06 release that made it to my ears a bit later. Such an impact this was on me that it had to not only
make my ‘07 list - but had to top it as well. Nice job by the lacal Smart folks on this excellent
sounding recording. "Shade & Honey" gives me chills.

THURSTON MOORE: Trees Outside the Academy An unexpected, beautifully crafted, dark,
engaging & mostly acoustic based recording from the Sonic Youth guitarist. Let this one grow on you.

James’ Jams

2007 was an interesting year for music in that T rarely listened to any single album more than 20
times; whereas, in previous years, [ would obsess over a recording for weeks or even months. But
with access to both fantastic indie shops and obscure music blogs, [ was always conscious of the
fact that there was something revelatory and obscure just over the horizon. Il leave you ta discover
those recordings on your own: the sense of exploration you'll experience is half the fun!

Below are 10 records that many casual music fans may have heard whispers of.

OVER THE RHINE: The Trumpet Child If you came to make trouble, make mine a double

and make it good.”

MARIA TAYLOR: Lynn Teeter Flower One half of Azure Ray, Taylor puts out this remarkable

recording. Definitely an artist to keep an eye on.

RICHARD HAWLEY: Lady's Bridge Perhaps sticking to 2 farmula on this one. But nanetheless
Hawley is an underrated and relatively unknown talent that finally needs to be given some due

attention this side of the pond.

RILO KILEY: Under the Blacklight
The SEA AND CAKE: Everybody
CHUCK PROPHET: Soap & Water
MEKONS: Natural

GORE GORE GIRLS: Get the Gore
OKKERVIL RIVER: The Stage Names
1'M NOT THERE (Soundtrack)
SQUAREWAVE: A Faint Glow

FEIST: The Reminder

JOSH ROUSE: Country Mouse City House

M:E'g‘;u‘:la THE GOOD THE BAD & THE QUEEN: s/t
L THE BIRD AND THE BEE: s/t
NI;fQﬁ:fKE' Feuit Tree PALE YOUNG GENTLEMEN: s/t (local)

Phoebe selects

SPOON: Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga

KINGS OF LEON: Because of the Times
ANIMAL COLLECTIVE: Strawberry Jam
RILO KILEY: Under the Blacklight
IRON AND WINE: The Shepherd’s Dog

The ARGE: s/t (local)

1f you missed out on one, please do give it a listen.
ANIMAL COLLECTIVE: Strawberry Jam
BURIAL: Untrue

BABYSHAMBLES: Shotter's Nation
GRIZZLY BEAR: Friend EP

PANDA BEAR: Person Pitch

SPOON: Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga

DAFT PUNK: Alive 2007

RICHARD VILLALOBOS: Fabric 36
JEAN-JACQUES PERREY & LUKE VIBERT: Moog Acid
BLONDE REDHEAD: 23

(San Francisco, heyheyjames@mac.com)

Ralph's Short Stack

L BEST>
— The WHITE STRIPES: Icky Thump
BEST OF THE REST>
BETTYE LAVETTE: The Scene Of The Crime

Sparklehorse @ HNS

Jon Langford @ HNS

The Sea and Cake @ HNS

Chuck Prophet @ HNS

Robyn Hitchcock @ HNS

Gore Gore Girls @ HNS

Josh Rouse/Maria Taylor B Annex
Flaming Lips @ Willow Island

Quija Radio @ Willy Street Fest
Squarewave (acoustic) @ Mother Fool's

OX: s/t (local)

Lesley's Most Listened to in 2007
TWO CONTEMPORARY CLASSICS>
P1 HARVEY: White Chalk
ROBERT WYATT: Comicopera
MY OTHER FAVORITE ALBUMS OF THE YEAR>
RICHARD YOUNGS: Autumn Response
[RON AND WINE: The Shepherd’s Dog
BILL CALLAHAN: Woke on a Whaleheart
CHARLIE-LOUVIN: s/t
ANGELS OF LIGHT: We are Him
RADIOHEAD: In Rainbows
NEIL YOUNG: Chrome Dreams II
NINA NASTASIA & JIM WHITE: You Follow Me
BAND OF HORSES: Cease to Begin
REISSUES/PREVIOUSLY UN-ISSUED MATERIAL>
CATHERINE HOWE: What a Beautiful Place
VASHTI BUNYAN: Some Things Just Stick in Your Mind
KAREN DALTON: Cotton Eyed Joe
NEIL YOUNG: Live at Massey Hall 1971
COB: Moyshe Mcstiff & the Tartan Lancers of the Sacred Heart
SMOKEY AND HIS SISTER: s/t
AND PERHAPS MY FAVORITE LIVE SHOWS EVER>
P] Harvey @ the Orpheum, Los Angeles, Oct. 15
Neil Young @ the Nokia, Los Angeles, Oct. 30

Music Shop
25 Years

Colleen’s Picks for 2007

RADIOHEAD: In Rainbows

SOUL SAVERS: It's Not How Far You Fall,
It's the Way You Land

GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS: Ongiara

NICK DRAKE: Family Tree

IRON AND WINE: The Shepherd's Dog

THOSE POOR BASTARDS: Hellfire Hymns

F] HARVEY: White Chalk

MEAT PUPPETS: Rise To Your Knees

DJ's Best of 2007...a la 1977

KEVIN AYERS: Unfairground

BRYAN FERRY: Dylanesque

ANTIBALAS: Security

[ROBERT WYATT: Comicopera

GAUDI & NUSRAT FATEH ALI KHAN: Dub Qawwali
OH NO: Dr. No’s Oxperiment

JOHN MARTYN: Grace & Danger (deluxe reissue)
FRIPP & ENO: Beyond Even (1992-2006)
FENNESZ/SAKAMOTO: Cendre

HARMONIA: Live 1974

LABAT/M.FROG (1st time on CD)

The STOOGES: The Weirdness

ROBERT WYATT: Comicopera

MEKONS: Natural

WILCO: Sky Blue Sky

NEIL YOUNG: Chrome Dreams 11

The SADIES: New Seasons
FAVORITE SHOW>

Radio Birdman @ The High Noon Saloon
RUNNERS UP>

Tom Russell @ Cafe Montmartre

World Fest @ UW campus

Ellen Is Back In Love (with sound)
ANIMAL COLLECTIVE: Strawberry Jam
ARCADE FIRE: Neon Bible
BABYSHAMBLES: Shotter’s Nation
BAND OF HORSES: Cease to Begin
BLITZEN TRAPPER: Wild Mountain Nation
CHILDBALLADS: Cheekbone Hollows (Pop. 1/2 life)
GUDRUN GUT: 1 Put a Record On
ALBERT HAMMOND, JR. : Yours to Keep
LCD SOUNDSYSTEM: Sound of Silver
LOS CAMPESINOS: Sticking Fingers Into Sockets
OF MONTREAL: Hissing Fauna Are You the Destroyer
PANDA BEAR: Persan Pitch
RATATAT: Remixes v. II
The SHINS: Wincing the Night Away
SONGS OF GREEN PHEASANT: Gyllyng Street
SPOON: Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga
UNKLE: War Stories
The WHITE STRIPES: Icky Thump

SHOWS>
Hold Steady - The Stone Pony, Asbury Park, N1 1/07
RTX - Luna Lounge, Brookiyn 5/07
Daft Punk/The Rapture - Keyspan Park, Coney Island 8/07
LED d ade Fire/Blonde Redhead -

Randall's Island, NY 10/07




Alex’s Pix 2007
IN A LEAGUE OF ITS OWN>
ELLIOTT SMITH: New Moon
SUPER SPECIAL FAVORITES>
ALBERT HAMMOND, JR.: Yours to Keep
NINA NASTASIA & JIM WHITE: You Follow Me
MIDWEST BEAT: EP
MAGNOLIA ELECTRIC CO.: Sojourner Box
OTHER FAVORITES>
LILY ALLEN: Alright, Still...
The ARGE: s/t
BAND OF HORSES: Cease to Begin
BLACK LIPS: Good Bad Not Evil
The BROKEN WEST: I Can't Go On, I'll Go On
BILL CALLAHAN: Woke On A Whaleheart
CHARLEMAGNE: We Can Build An Island
VIC CHESNUTT: North Star Deserter
The CLIENTELE: God Save the Clientele
The DONNAS: Bitchin’
ELECTRELANE: No Shouts No Calls
FEIST: The Reminder
JOSE GOMZALEZ: In Our Nature
P] HARVEY: White Chalk
IRON AND WINE: The Shepherd’s Dog

SHARON JONES & the Dap Kings: 100 Days, 100 Nights

LEZ ZEPPELIN: s/t
The MENDOZA LINE: 30 Year Low
MIA: Kala

THURSTON MOORE: Trees Outside the Academy

The NEW PORNOGRAPHERS: Challengers
MNORTHERN STATE: Can I Keep This Pen?
QAKLEY HALL: I Follow You

PINBACK: Autumn of the Seraphs
ROGUE WAVE: Asleep At Heaven's Gate
The SHINS: Wincing the Night Away
SPOON: Ga Ga Ga Ga Ga

MARY TIMONY BAND: The Shapes We Make
LAURA VEIRS: Saltbreakers

WEEN: La Cucaracha

The WHITE STRIPES: Icky Thump

AMY WINEHOUSE: Back to Black
SHANNON WRIGHT: Let In the Light
NEIL YOUNG: Live At Massey Hall 71

SHOWS>

the Dials w/ Sleeping in the Aviary, His & Her Vanities @ the High Moon

Sparklehorse w/ Jesse Sykes @ the High Noon
Richard Buckner @ the High Noan

Lily Allen @ SXSW

Albert Hammond, Jr. @ SXSW

Kaki King @ SXSW

Okkervil River @ SXSW

Amy Winehouse @ SXSW

Robyn Hitchcock and Peter Buck @ SXSW

the Apples in Stereo @ SXSW

Bob Mould @ SXSW

Ladyhawk w/ Sleeping in the Aviary, Shazy Hade @ the High Noon

Neko Case @ the Barrymore

the Ciientele @ the High Noon

New Recruits @ the Hole

the Low Czars "Forever Changes” @ the High Noon
the Flaming Lips @ Willow Island

the Super Eights feat. Brady Potts @ the King Club
the Arge w/ the Low Czars @ Mickey's

Halloween @ the High Noon

Immaculate Machine @ Kiki's House ORM

also, any and all shows Involving: the Midwest Beat, Aunt Goodness,
the Arge, Digibot, the Low Czars, MaeRae, Shakey, the Wis. Pop Explosion, etc.

Painted into an Instrumental Corner by Steve
JAMES BLACKSHAW: The Cloud of Unknowing

MICHAEL BRECKER: Pilgrimage (RIP)
The BUDOS BAND: II

TONY CASTANEDA LATIN JAZZ SEXTET: Mambo O Muerte

CZARBLES: s/t

EXPLODING STAR ORCHESTRA: We Are All From
Somewhere Else
EXPLOSIONS IN THE SKY: All of a Sudden I Miss Everyone

BILL FRISELL: Floratone

HAPPY APPLE: Happy Apple Back on Top
The HELIOCENTRICS: Out There

DAVID MURRAY: Sacred Ground

ALAN PASQUA: The Antisocial Club
ANTONIC SANCHEZ: Migration

TRIO M: Big Picture

JAMES YORKSTON: Year of the Leopard

@- Side
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Citizen Kane's Top 5 Plus (Special Guest Chauffeur)

RADIOHEAD: In Rainbows This album deserves the #1 spot as much for its music as far the
way it was marketed. If you haven't heard because you've been vacationing in the Amazon rain forest
for months or have just ¢ i retreat, Radich offered the album as a
download, not through any big record company that might have been siphoning off profits. (So for all
you illegal downloaders, there goes your biggest excuse.) And the biggest trick of it all, Radiohead fet
fans set their own price. Apparently, quite a few chose to pay nothing. There are two standout songs
here, "Videotape” and "All I Need”, Classic Radichead. The rest of the material is solid, which means
the band is again writing material better than 99% of what is out there. The hard copy CD comes out
January 1, so get your butt over to B-Side if you want a copy.

A SUNNY DAY IN GLASGOW: Scribble Mural Comic Journal The title sums up the genre-
blending playfulness of this dreamy, edgy, noisy, melodic, textured work by this Philadelphia band.
Sometimes it seems as if they're just playing around with the idea of a song rather than actually
trying to write a song. That can be frustrating for some. But most of their work comes out with just
enough joy and positive sounds to keep you coming back for more. Rhythmic, layered, psychedelic,
electronic, playful noise rock.

ARCADE FIRE: Neon Bible Sophomore slump? Arcade Fire nails their sophomore effort with weil
crafted song writing. This album Is a structured work, verging on a rock opera. Although the story line
is loose enough that the listener can use their own imagination to fill in the blanks, the themes in the
different songs blend together giving the work a definite coherence. Arcade Fire uses excellent song
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writing to deal with big topics: war, religion, apocalypse, the future of humanity, and the survival of
our species. The music prevents it all from sounding too heavy handed.
DINOSAUR JR. Beyond Dude, it’s like 1587 all over again, Like, DUDE! It's fuckin’ Dinosaur Jr.!
Can you say "kick ass rock™? Sure, I knew you could. Just for old times sake these guys are my #4,
But [ also chose this album because -- although it's not consistently great -- it has some inspired
moments. Where has the guitar solo gone in popular music? Listen to track #3, “Pick Me®, and try to
tell me that isn't a great guitar solo at the end.
NO AGE: Weirdo Rippers Mo Age consists of two guys, Randy Randall on guitars and Dean Spunt
on drums and vocals, who emerged from a small artistic-music scene in L.A.. The scene centered en a
small music club called The Smell, which is featured on the cover of this first album. The album is a
collection of self-released EP's these two put out to satisfy their friends. They recently signed to
Sub Pop and are rumored to be working on a new album. Variously described as anything from punk
to noise-pop to experimental rock-ambient music, these guys are all over the map, writing short songs
that fill large spaces. The tracks here range from 1 minute 22 seconds to just a little over 4 minutes.
Don't let their brevity fool you. This album is spacious and filling. &

HONORABLE MENTIONS >
WHITE WILLIAMS: Smoke Take T. Rex and feed it through a synthasiz& and you get White
Williams, aka Joe Williams, a fine arts student from Cleveland. Highlight: remake of Bow Wow Wow's
"I Want Candy”,
GRIZZLY BEAR: Friend EP This contains some remakes off of earlier Grizzly Bear albums. High-
light: CS5 does a version of “Knife” from GB's critically acclaimed "Yellow House”

LES SAVY FAV: Let's Stay Friends Les Savy Fav makes quirky, intelligent rock with unusual
lyrics and song structures. You'll never hear this New York based band on MTV or commercial radio,
But that's all the more reason to buy this album! '

We agree: These are good
No breakout favorites this year but five of us voted for each of these:

The Good The Bad & The Queen...P] Harvey...Iron & Wine
Mekons...Thurston Moore...Okkervil River...The Shins
Elliott Smith...Spoon...Amy Winehouse...Robert Wyatt

>>This batch earned an endorsement fram four of us:
Arcade Fire...Band of Horses...Bill Callahan...Albert Hammond, Ir.
Bettye LaVette...M.I.A....Nina Nastasia/Jim White

The New Pornographers...Radiohead...Rogue Wave...The White Stripes

>>Three votes: all you need...to be listed here>>
Lily Allen...Animal Collective...Babyshambles.., The Broken West
The Clientele...Feist...Great Lake Swimmers
"I'm Not There” Soundtrack...Sharon Jones & the Dap Kings
The Mendoza Line...Midwest Beat...Oakley Hall...Robert Plant/Alison Krauss
Chuck Prophet...Rilo Kiley...The Sadies...Squarewave...Jesse Sykes
Maria Taylor...Laura Veirs...Wilco...Neil Young (Live ‘71)

NOTICE: The "B-Side Best of the Year” list is simply a gathering of personal opinions from
those employed by B-Side Records, and several who used to be, plus one invited guest.
As usual, we did not discuss our voting intentions with each other...so the artists displayed above

fell into place naturally, without lobbyists, payola, or voter scams. If only our government would Just
--.oh, never mind. We should be talking about music and stuff. So: It Is our ardent wish that you
investigate some of our musical suggestions, and if you like what you hear, tell your friends!
BIG BIG THANKS TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS...YOU HAVE KEPT US ALIVE FOR 25 YEARS! ’
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