Dave’s 18-4-’17 Synapse Snappers:

All

B-Side

Best of the Year 2017

Them Witches - Sleeping Through the War

Tony Allen - The Source

An

The Bats - The Deep Set

Brian Jonestown Massacre - Don’t Get Lost

The Church - Man Woman Life Death Infinity

The Dream Syndicate - How Did | Find Myself Here?

Ha

Robyn Hitchcock - s/t

Laura Marling - Semper Femina

John McLaughlin & the 4th Dimension - Live at Ronnie Scott’s
Mogwai - Every Country’s Son

Offa Rex - Queen of Hearts

Queens of the Stone Age - Villains

An
Ke

Matthew Sweet - Tomorrow Forever
The War On Drugs - A Deeper Understanding

Alivia’s Top 20 of 2017:

O N UAWN S

. Slowdive - s/t

. Jessica Lea Mayfield - Sorry Is Gone
. The National - Sleep Well Beast

. Land of Talk - Life After Youth

. Protomartyr - Relatives in Descent
. Priests - Nothing Feels Natural

. Fleet Foxes - Crack-Up

. Big Thief - Capacity

ouar Brahem - Blue Maqams

nni El Khatib - Savage Times

tonio Sanchez - Bad Hombre
lley Stoltz - Que Aura

DJ Dozen:

. The Clientele - Music for the Age of Miracles

. Golden Retriever - Rotations

. Zephyr Bones - Secret Place

. Nona Hendryx & Gary Lucas - The World of Captain Beefheart
. Kaitlyn Aurelia Smith - The Kid

. Burnt Friedman - Dead Saints Chronicles

. Tom Rogerson with Brian Eno - Finding Shore

. Colleen - A Flame My Love, A Frequency

. Dappled Cities - //ill

10. Four Tet - New Energy
11. Heaters - Matterhorn
12. Slowdive - s/
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Grizzly Bear - Painted Ruins

. Thundercat - Drunk
. Flo Morrissey & Matthew E. White - Gentlewoman, Ruby Man
. Julia Holter - In the Same Room

. Queens of the Stone Age - Villains

. Grandaddy - Last Place

. Julie Byrne - Not Even Happiness

. Carla Morrison - Amor Supremo Desnudo

. The War On Drugs - A Deeper Understanding
. Perfume Genius - No Shape

. Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile - Lotta Sea Lice
. Jeff Tweedy - Together at Last

“Best” Albums of the Year (as of Nov. 2017) by Shannon

(ordered in whatever came to mind first)

The Replacements - For Sale: Live at Maxwell's 1986

Beach Fossils - Somersault

Japanese Breakfast - Soft Sounds From Another Planet

Drake - More Life

Midnight Reruns - Spectator Sports

King Krule - The Ooz

Alex G - Rocket

Guerilla Toss - GT Ultra

King Gizzard and the Lizard Wizard - Flying Microtonal Banana
The Oh Sees - Orc

Double Grave - New Year’s Daydream

Trophy Dad - Dogman

Kendrick Lamar - Damn.

Thundercat - Drunk

Protomartyr - Relatives In Descent

Trust Fund - Too Big to Fail
Mac DeMarco - This Old Dog
Four Tet - New Energy

Palm - Shadow Expert

Omni - Multitask

Beach House - B-Sides and Rarities
SZA - Ctrl
Wiki - No Mountains in Manhattan
A. Savage - Thawing Dawn
Spinning Coin - Permo
Angel Olsen - Phases
Wand - Plum

Ralph’s Best of 2017:

The Dream Syndicate - How Did | Find Myself Here?

Stef Chura - Messes

David Rawlings - Poor David’s Almanack

Aimee Mann - Mental lliness

Juliana Hatfield - Pussycat

The Feelies - In Between

Sleater-Kinney - Live in Paris

Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile - Lotta Sea Lice

Pere Ubu - 20 Years in a Montana Missile Silo

Flamin’ Groovies - Fantastic Plastic

The Sadies - Northern Passage

Steve Earle - So You Wanna Be an Outlaw

Vagabon - Infinite Worlds

Matthew Sweet - Tomorrow Forever

_JAZZ:

Charles Lloyd New Quartet - Passin’ Thru
VAULTS:

The Replacements - For Sale: Live at Maxwell’s
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Many Favorites of Steve’s:

*THREE OUTSTANDING DEBUTS:

**Phoebe Bridgers - Stranger In the Alps

**Marika Hackman - I'm Not Your Man

**Madeline Kenney - Night Night at the First Landing
SEVENTEEN MORE EQUALS *TOP TWENTY: (alphabetical order)

*Alvvays - Antisocialites

*The Bats - The Deep Set

*Bettie Serveert - Damaged Good

*Big Thief - Capacity

*The Clientele - Music For the Age of Miracles

*The Dream Syndicate - How Did | Find Myself Here?

*Mark Eitzel - Hey Mr Ferryman

*Juliana Hatfield - Pussycat

*Robyn Hitchcock - s/t

*Land of Talk - Life After Youth

*Jon Langford’s Four Lost Souls

*Aimee Mann - Mental lliness

*Laura Marling - Semper Femina

*Chuck Prophet - Bobby Fuller Died for Your Sins

*Rainer Maria - s/t

*Miranda Lee Richards - Existential Beast

*Slowdive - s/t

MORE QUALITY LISTENING: (alphabetical order)
A Giant Dog - Toy
Algiers - The Underside of Power
All Them Witches - Sleeping Through the War
Amy O - Elastic
Dan Auerbach - Waiting On A Song
Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile - Lotta Sea Lice
Billy Bragg - Bridges Not Walls
Bully - Losing
The Buttertones - Gravedigging
Charly Bliss - Guppy
Chastity Belt - / Used to Spend So Much Time Alone
The Church - Man Woman Life Death Infinity
Samantha Crain - You Had Me at Goodbye
Rodney Crowell - Close Ties
Ray Davies - Americana
Lana Del Rey - Lust For Life
Julie Doiron - Julie & The Wrong Guys
Steve Earle - So You Wanna Be an Outlaw
Elf Power - Twitching in Time
Hanni El Khatib - Savage Times
James Elkington - Wintres Woma
Eyelids - or
Fazerdaze - Morningside
The Feelies - In Between
Feist - Pleasure
Filthy Friends - Invitation
Flamin’ Groovies - Fantastic Plastic
Fleet Foxes - Crack-Up
Froth - Outside (Briefly)
Ron Gallo - Heavy Meta
Howe Gelb - Future Standards
Rhiannon Giddens - Freedom Highway
Girlpool - Powerplant
Grails - Chalice Hymnal
Grandaddy - Last Place
Guided By Voices - August By Cake
Gun Outfit - Out of Range
Coco Hames - s/t

Nona Hendryx & Gary Lucas - The World of Captain Beefheart

Jolie Holland & Saméntha Parton - Wildflower B/ues

Jesca Hoop - Memories Are Now

Hurray For The Riff Raff - The Navigator
Iron & Wine - Beast Epic

Jason Isbell - The Nashville Sound

Jay Som - Everybody Works

Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings - Soul of a Woman

Valerie June - The Order of Time
Kacy & Clayton - The Siren’s Song
Kilbey Kennedy - Glow and Fade
Mark Lanegan Band - Gargoyle
Ted Leo - The Hanged Man

Lo Tom - s/t

Los Straitjackets - What’s So Funny About Peace, Love And...
Luna - A Sentimental Education / A Place of Greater Safety

Jessica Lea Mayfield - Sorry Is Gone

JD McPherson - Undivided Heart & Soul
Mogwai - Every Country’s Sun

Moon Duo - Occult Architecture

R. Stevie Moore & Jason Falkner - Make It Be
Thurston Moore - Rock n Roll Consciousness
Kevin Morby - City Music

Flo Morrissey & Matthew E. White - Gentlewoman, Ruby Man

Mosquitos - Mexican Dust
The Mountain Goats - Goths
Mark Mulcahy - The Possum in the Driveway

The New Pornographers - Whiteout Conditions

The New Year - Snow

Noveller - A Pink Sunset For No One
Offa Rex - The Queen of Hearts

Pere Ubu - 20 Years In a Montana Missile Silo
Peter Perrett - How the West Was Won
Robert Plant - Carry Fire

The Proper Ornaments - Foxhole
Protomartyr - Relatives in Descent

Lee Ranaldo - Electric Trim

David Rawlings - Poor David’s Almanack
Real Estate - In Mind

Ride - Weather Diaries

Rolling Blackouts C.F. - Talk Tight

The Sadies - Northern Passages
Shabazz Palaces - Quazarz (vols. 1 + 2)
The Shins - Heartworms

Skyline Sounds - Gl/ances
Sleater-Kinney - Live in Paris

Tobin Sprout - The Universe and Me
Wesley Stace - John Wesley Harding
Kelley Stoltz - Que Aura

Matthew Sweet - Tomorrow Forever

TC & | - Great Aspirations (ep)

Temples - Volcano

Jeff Tweedy - Together At Last

The War On Drugs - A Deeper Understanding
Roger Waters - is this the life we really want?
Waxahatchee - Out in the Storm

The Weather Station - s/t

Jane Weaver - Modern Kosmology
Whispertown - I'm a Man

Widowspeak - Expect the Best

Quality Shows Witnessed by Steve (chronological order)
Modermn Mod reunion w/ Oh My Love @ Capitol Theater
Squarewave w/ Dash Hounds @ The Harmony

Post Animal w/ Post Social + Melkweed @ Der Rathskeller
Springtime Carnivore w/ Dash Hounds + Reyna @ Frequency
Chuck Prophet w/ Bottle Rockets @ High Noon Saloon
Squarewave w/ Disq @ Mickey's

The Zombies (!) @ The Barrymore

Tommy Keene (RIP) + Ivan Julian @ Kiki's House ORM
Aimee Mann w/ Jonathan Coulton @ Barrymore

Froth w/ Dash Hounds @ Der Rathskeller

Laura Marling @ The Majestic

Squarewave + Dash Hounds @ HNS Wurst Fest

Jon Langford’s Four Lost Souls @ Kiki's House ORM
Varsity w/ Skyline Sounds + Dash Hounds @ Union Terrace
Donovan @ Capitol Theater

Wilco w/ Kacy & Clayton @ Riverside MKE

Disq @ Der Rathskeller

Post Social @ Williamson Magnetic

Chicago Edge Ensemble @ Arts & Literature Lab

Twin Brother w/ Dash Hounds @ The Shitty Barn

Left Field Quartet @ Art In

Syneva + Velleitie + Shikimo + Forest Management @ Art In
Margaret Glaspy w/ Liza Anne @ HNS

Squarewave @ HNS

David Rawlings Machine @ Capitol Theater

Alejandro Escovedo + Nic Tremulis @ Orton Park Fest
Freakons (Freakwater/Mekons) @ The Shitty Barn
Rhiannon Giddens @ Capitol Theater

Graham Nash @ Capitol Theater

Squarewave w/ Disq @ Williamson Magnetic

Slowdive w/ Cherry Glazerr @ Barrymore

Jonathan Richman @ The Sett

Richard Thompson @ Stoughton Opera House
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Kohli's 17 Revelations Alex’s Best 2017:

17 outstanding albums from 17 artists | was
not paying attention to at the beginning of 2017:

Sleater-Kinney - Live in Paris
The Feelies - In Between
Tobin Sprout - The Universe and Me

7 for ‘17 by Phoebe:

Perfume Genius - No Shape
Slowdive - s/t

Ray Davies - Americana
Real Estate - In Mind
Washed Out - Mister Mellow
St. Vincent - Masseduction

Colleen’s Best:

Moon Duo - Occult Architecture Vols. 1 + 2

All Them Witches - Sleeping Through the War

Mark Lanegan Band - Gargoyle

The Dream Syndicate - How Did | Find Myself Here?
The Black Angels - Death Song
Iron & Wine - Beast Epic

Pete’s 8 Great Records plus 9 Great Shows
add up to a Great ‘17:

r_

RECORDS
Hiisker Dii - Savage Young Dii -This release has brought back so many great memories from my punk
rock youth. Very well put together with super thorough liner notes.

Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile - Lotta Sea Lice -1 was already a big fan of Barnett and this match with
Vile really has a nice feel. A much more palatable Kurt and Courtney.

Chuck Prophet - Bobby Fuller Died for Your Sins -Another triumph from Mr. Prophet. Some of his
most personal songs to date.

J.E. Sunde - Now Feel Adored -/ learned about him when we saw Michael Feldman live. He used to go by
the name The Daredevil Christopher Wright. Really nice acoustic guitar work and really pretty songs.

The Jaggernauts - Whispered Stories From My Grandmother’s Lips -Top of the heap of Eau Claire
bands right now. Noel Hanson has written his best batch of songs yet and the band is on fire. "Detecting an x
where it doesn't belong"-The Eaux Claires Detective

Jason Isbell and The 400 Unit - The Nashville Sound -Jason keeps getting better and better. As
usual, some great protest songs as well as great love songs. Like Steve Earle, he's adept at both.

Margo Price - All American Made -I learned about Ms. Price on Anthony Bourdain's "Parts Unknown" visit
to Nashville. Jack White helps an already great sounding singer sound even better. My favorite country artist
this year!

Father John Misty - Pure Comedy -The Current in Minneapolis kept playing his songs and they really
grew on me. Sometimes reminds me of Madman-era Elton John.

SHOWS
Wilco @ Eaux Claires
Son Volt / Split Lip Rayfield / Drive-By Truckers @ Blue Ox
The Mavericks @ State Theater
Stiff Little Fingers / Death By Unga Bunga @ Turf Club
Laurie Lewis and The Right Hands @ Unitarian Universalist
Proud Parents @ Cathy Dethmers’ Farewell Party - High Noon
Eric Bachmann @ Good and Sturdy
John Paul White @ High Noon Saloon
Chuck Prophet & the Mission Express @ Turf Club

B-Side

Algiers The Underside of Power |post punk Laura Marling - Semper Femina
Ex Eye Ex Eye jazz metal? Elliott Smith - Ejther/Or (Reissue)
Hauschka What If avant pop? Real Estate - In Mind
r - o T Aimee Mann - Mental lliness
Jesca Hoop Memories Are Now pop Spoon - Hot Thoughts
Jlin Black Origami electronic The New Pornographers - Whiteout Conditions
Kelly Lee Robyn Hitchcock - s/t
Owens Kelly Lee Owens electronic Perfume Genius - No Shape
Between the Earth and Tl_1e Afghan Whigs - In Spades
Lankum Sky folk Girlpool - Powerplant @
- Slowdive - s/t
Marika .
Hackman I'm Not Your Man 0 Felat<basure
— — L Kendrick Lamar - Damn.
Moses - Land of Talk - Life After Youth
Sumney Aromanticism Rop Waxahatchee - Out in the Storm
Oxbow Thin Black Duke rock Rainer Maria - s/t
Pumarosa The Witch rock Filthy Friends - Invitation
- h = =0 Phoebe Bridgers - Stranger in the Alps
Sampna e — Julien Baker - Turn Out the Lights
Stormzy Gang Signs & Prayer hip hop Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile - Lotta Sea Lice
Vagabon Infinite Worlds rock Marika Hackman - I’'m Not Your Man
- St. Vincent - MASSEDUCTION
Sihaet Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings - Soul of a W
Valerie June |The Order of Time songwriter AroILJones € Dap-Rings - soul'or a Woman
Wolf Alice Visions of a Life rock

Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile - Lofta Sea Lice
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16 for ‘17 by Julia:

Aimee Mann - Mental lliness

Afghan Whigs - In Spades

Dirty Projectors - s/t

Squarewave - A Tighter Knot (‘16)

Slowdive - s/t

The National - Sleep Well, Beast

Tricky - Ununiform

The War On Drugs - A Deeper Understanding
Jason Isbell - The Nashville Sound

Brandi Carlile - Cover Stories

The Oh Sees - Orc

Pachinko - State Your Grievances

The Jesus and Mary Chain - Damage and Joy
Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings - Soul of a Woman
Kendrick Lamar - Damn.

Queens of the Stone Age - Villains

Lesley’s Favorite 13 from 2017:

Alice Coltrane - The Ecstatic Music of Alice Coltrane
Slowdive - s/t

Julie Byrne - Not Even Happiness

Priests - Nothing Feels Natural

Charlotte Gainsbourg - Rest

Kevin Morby - City Music

Rostam - Half Light

The xx - / See You

Zola Jesus - Okovi

The National - Sleep Well Beast

The War On Drugs - A Deeper Understanding
Neil Young - Hitchhiker

Kamasi Washington - Harmony of Difference

Elise’s Top Indie Pop Releases of 2017:

1.
2,
3.

Far and away the top three:

The Clientele, “Music for the Age of Miracles”
Temples, “Volcano”
Iron & Wine, “Beast Epic”

Also really good:

The Shins “Heartworms”

Alvvays, “Antisocialites”

The National, “Sleep Well Beast”

The New Pornographers, “Whiteout Conditions”
Alexandra Savior, “Belladonna Of Sadness”

Yumi Zouma, “Willowbank”

Maggie Rogers, “Now That The Light Is Fading EP”
Jay Som, “Everybody Works”

Matt Pond PA, “Still Summer”

. Washed Out, “Mister Mellow”

. Real Estate, “In Mind”

. Stars, “There Is No Love In Fluorescent Light”
. Wolf Parade, “Cry Cry Cry”

. Pains of Being Pure at Heart, “The Echo of Pleasure”
. Vasuveda, “No Clearance”

. The xx, “/ See You”

. Shout Out Louds, “Ease My Mind”

. Spoon, “Hot Thoughts”

. Day Wave, “The Days We Had”

. Mynabirds, “Be Here Now”

. Grizzly Bear, “Painted Ruins”

. Tristen, “Sneaker Waves”

. Sylvan Esso, “What Now”

. Mew, “Visuals”

. Frankie Rose, “Cage Tropical”
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Steve’s Jazz Corner:

John Abercrombie Quartet - Up and Coming
Tony Allen - The Source

Blue Note All-Stars - Our Point of View
Anouar Brahem - Blue Magams

Jack DeJohnette (+3) - Hudson

Bill Frisell / Thomas Morgan - Small Town
Left Field Quartet - Please Take Us Seriously
Charles Lloyd New Quartet - Passin’ Thru

John McLaughlin & the 4th Dimension - Live @ Ronnie Scott’s

Matt Mitchell - A Pouting Grimace

Gary Peacock Trio - Tangents

Chris Potter - The Dreamer Is the Dream
Antonio Sanchez - Bad Hombre
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Four reach Fourth place with FIVE VOTES EACH:

Jimmy’s Best Of 2017

FAVORITES OF THE FAVORITES:
Fleet Foxes - Crack-Up
The National - Sleep Well Beast
Slowdive - s/t

Morrissey - Low In High School

Lo Tom - s/t

Peter Perrett - How The West Was Won

The War In Drugs - A Deeper Understanding

Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds - Who Built the Moon

Ryan Adams - Prisoner

The Bats - The Deep Set

The Shins - Heartworms

The Sadies - Northern Passages
_OTHER FAVORITES:

Liam Gallagher - As You Were

The Replacements - For Sale: Live at Maxwell’s
Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile - Lotta Sea Lice

Real Numbers - Wordless Wonder
Alvvays - Antisocialites

Lee Ranaldo - Electric Trim

Filthy Friends - Invitation

Dead Rock West - More Love

Richard Thompson - Acoustic Classics 2

Twin Peaks - Music from the Limited Event Series

The Feelies - In Between
Mark Lanegan Band - Gargoyle

Resistance Radio - The Man In The High Castle Album
The Dream Syndicate - How Did | Find Myself Here

Luna - A Sentimental Education
Offa Rex - The Queen of Hearts
Jon Langford's Four Lost Souls
Girlpool - Powerplant
Widowspeak - Expect the Best
Waxahatchee - Out In the Storm
Ride - The Weather Diaries

*Slowdive*

In Second place, with SEVEN VOTES:

Courtney Barnett & Kurt Vile

SIX VOTES puts these guys in Third:

The War On Drugs

Guided By Voices - How Do You Spell Heaven

- Albums We Like

n Top after a 22 year absence, with EIGHT VOTES:

A five-way tie for Fifth, with FOUR VOTES EACH:
The Feelies; Robyn Hitchcock; Jason Isbell
The New Pornographers; Sleater-Kinney

29 more fine selections got THREE VOTES EACH:
All Them Witches; Alvvays: The Bats: Big Thief; The Clientele

The Dream Syndicate; Aimee Mann

The National; Real Estate

Cigarettes After Sex - s/t
Jason Isbell & The 400 Unit - The Nashville Sound
Big Thief - Capacity
The Proper Ornaments - Foxhole
Eyelids - Or
The Jesus and Mary Chain - Damage and Joy
Turnover - Good Nature
Robyn Hitchcock - s/t
Valerie June - The Order of Time
Juliana Hatfield - Pussycat
Flo Morrissey and Matthew E. White - Gentlewoman, Ruby Man
Grandaddy - Last Place
Elbow - Little Fictions
Aimee Mann - Mental lliness
Chuck Prophet - Bobby Fuller Died for Your Sins
Will Johnson - Hatteras Night, A Good Luck Charm
Lucinda Williams - This Sweet Old World
Sleater-Kinney - Live in Paris
The Magnetic Fields - 50 Song Memoir
The New Pornogaphers - Whiteout Conditions
Mark Eitzel - Hey Mr Ferryman
Real Estate - In Mind
Cigarettes After Sex - s/t
Neil Young - Hitchhiker
Miranda Lee Richards - Existential Beast
REISSUES
The Smiths -The Queen Is Dead - Deluxe - LP
Buffalo Tom - Let Me Come Over 25" Anniversary Edition - LP
R.E.M. -Automatic for the People
R.E.M. -Live at the Olympia
VIA - Manchester, North of England- A Story of Independent Music,
Greater Manchester 1977-1994
The Beatles - Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band - (Deluxe) - LP
Luna - Penthouse - LP (RSD)
The Creation - Action Painting - LP
Television Personalities - (4 titles) - LP
The Cars - Candy-O; Panorama (Expanded) - LP
John Cale - Fragments Of A Rainy Season - LP
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Filthy Friends; Fleet Foxes; Girlpool; Grandaddy; Marika Hackman

Juliana Hatfield; Iron & Wine; Sharon Jones; Valerie June
Kendrick Lamar; Land of Talk; Mark Lanegan; Laura Marlin
Flo Morrissey & Matthew E. White; Offa Rex; Perfume Genius

Chuck Prophet; Protomartyr; Queens of the Stone Age

The Replacements; The Sadies
The Shins; Matthew Sweet; Waxahatchee
Notice: this Best of the Year list gathers opinions from current and former employees
of B-Side Records, plus two invited guests; this time 15 of us voted. As ever, we did not

show our lists to each other, and were free to vote for as many albums as we liked.

We hope you find some new favorites here, then maybe share

them with your family & friends. Spread the good stuff. And...
BIG THANKS to our customers, B-Side has been right here, in this biz, for 35 years!

B-Side Records

436 State Street, Madison WI

e Follow B-Side on Facebook + Instagram for
N - Updates, Deals & This Day in Album History




